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Date: Thursday 12th January 2023
MAKING A DIFFERENCE TO HELP YOUR CHILD READ
Dear Parents,

Your child is part of our Read, Write Inc programme to support reading.  Starting this term, we will be sending your child home with an additional reading book from this programme.  This will either be a fiction or non-fiction book and they will keep it at home for a few days, returning it to school on Monday morning so it can be given to another child. Books will only come home on a Thursday but this might not be every Thursday.  It will very much depend on the time the reading teacher needs to work on the book in the sessions with the children.   
Your child will already have read the book in their Read, Write Inc sessions in school so they should feel very confident when reading to you.  The more times you can manage to hear your child read their book, the more fluent they will become.  You will see in the book that there are additional activities before the story and after.  These are crucial elements to the read and should take place each time you read the book with your child.  There are clear instructions on how to go about these activities on each page.  In order to develop your child’s understanding, there are a couple of questions at the back of each book for you to discuss with your child.  The reading of this book can be recorded in your child’s home/school link book and can be instead of their colour banded link book.
Our school website has a host of helpful videos to support you with reading and phonics at home with your child. There is a delightful video of a little girl, Sylvie, modelling how to say the sounds correctly.  It is worth a watch just to put a smile on your face!
Please do not focus on the Read, Write Inc colour band.  The programme has its own colour band system, which does not marry-up with our link book colour bands.  However, through discussion with your child’s class teacher, your child’s link book will be at a similar level to their Read, Write Inc book.  

We want all of our children to be reading picture books, wordless picture books, poetry, traditional tales, graphic novels, fiction and non-fiction.  Whilst their Read, Write Inc book will help develop fluent decoding and understanding, it is very important that they have a broad and rich literary diet.  Please record this additional reading in their home/school link book too.  Also, please do not forget that our wonderful library is open to families to visit after school on Monday through to Friday between 3:30pm and 4:00pm for you to explore and enjoy our books.  Showing that you value reading and having enjoyable reading experiences will help nurture your child’s reading ability.
If you have any questions about the Read, Write Inc programme or your child’s progress, please do not hesitate to request an appointment to speak to your child’s teacher or myself.

With kind regards,
Lizzie Markham

Read, Write Inc Lead

Email:  l.markham@hernejunior.com
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