
Welcome to Herbology!



Some important things to remember before we get started…



Today, my young wizards, we will be mastering the secrets 
of invisibility….

Open in slide show mode to watch video



We will be learning how to create invisible ink to write your own 
secret messages and produce your very own Marauder’s Maps!

You will need:

•One lemon

•Cotton wool buds

•Plain white paper

•Desk lamp



Instructions…

1. Squeeze the juice of a lemon into a 

bowl and dip the cotton bud into 

it.

2. Use the cotton wool bud to draw 

your map/picture onto plain 

paper. You could use the map of 

Herne provided, or come up with 

your own design.

3. Leave the invisible ink to dry



Before you go any further…
Your final step will be to hold your dry picture under the desk lamp so that it 

starts to heat up (take care not to burn yourself and check with an adult first!)

BEFORE you complete 

this final step, complete 

your prediction on your 

Herbology Notebook 

page.

Explain what you 

PREDICT will happen 

and WHY you think that 

might be.



Now CAREFULLY complete the final 
step and watch what happens…

Remember to make sure an adult is there for safety!



What did you observe?
Explain what you 

noticed.

Where you correct 

in your prediction?

Why do you think 

this happened?



What should have happened?
Your picture should have appeared by MAGIC in front of your eyes!

The Science Bit…

Lemon juice is mildly acidic and weakens the paper. The acid remains in 

the paper when it has dried.

When the paper is held near heat, the acidic parts turn brown before the 

rest of the paper, making the secret picture appear!



Explain the 
scientific reasons 
this happened in 
your own words.





Now with a squeeze of MAGIC (and just a dash of 
science) you can DAZZLE your Muggle friends and 

family by creating your own secret maps, messages and 
pictures!

Have fun!

This lesson was inspired by HARRY POTTER AND THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS


