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COVID TESTS FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL STAFF 
Message from the Headteacher 

The latest development for primary schools to get our logistical heads around is the roll-out, from Monday next week, of Lateral Flow 
Tests (LFTs) for all of our staff who come into close contact with the children or each other.  The staff will self-administer these tests 
twice a week at home, with a gap of 3 to 4 days between each test.  They will get a result in 30 minutes.  The premise of this strategy 
from the government is sound in that, approximately one third of people who get the COVID-19 Coronavirus prove to be 
asymptomatic.  In other words, you can have the virus, give it to someone else and never know that this is happening.  
 

Our school strategy is to make sure staff test on a day before they are required to attend school to 
teach one of the Critical Worker groups.  This should give us time to drop a different member of staff 
into a slot if someone proves positive.  However, there is a risk that a member of staff with a positive 
test who has already taught a Critical Worker class in the 48-hour period prior to that test, has the 
potential to close a Critical Worker Bubble down.  Our plan (and hope) is that this may only affect one 
or two classes at most and won’t actually close the whole school down.   

 

From the beginning of this week, we have reverted to the same measures that were in place in the autumn term, whereby staff won’t 
mix between Upper and Lower school bubbles.  The staff have been fantastic coping with a doubling of our groups due to the high 
demand and these groups represent about a quarter of our children coming to school on a weekly basis; much higher than the spring 
2020 Lockdown at this stage.  We are keen to retain and enhance as many COVID-Secure measures as possible. 
 

If schools that are all partially open for Critical Workers have had to close down, this will have had an impact on many families who 
are reliant on schools teaching their children face-to-face whilst they go to their place of work.  If it affects NHS staff, this can impact 
on the NHS’ ability to literally save lives, so it is easy to see why this latest development for LFTs is an important next step for 
schools.  If we have staff reporting that they have a positive Lateral Flow Test, we then require them to self-isolate and book in to get 
a PCR test (Polymerace Chain Reaction), which is the test that is sent to a lab and takes longer to process. 
 

I am aiming to return to school full-time from February onwards (having received the vaccine this week) and better support the 
amazing school staff who have kept the school running as smoothly as it has.  They have not only been teaching our Critical Worker 
groups, but have also been supporting the many more remote Home Learners who are trying to access things from home or 
organising devices to go home.  You are all heroes (parents’ words as well as mine).   If you would like to contact me, you can 
email me as always on:  headteacher@hernejunior.com  Apologies in advance if you don’t get a swift reply, but I will reply!                            

Stay Safe.  Best Wishes & Good luck! Tony Markham (Headteacher). 
 

How Much Learning Should My Child Be Doing at Home? 
The government has asked Junior Schools to provide 3 hours of Home Learning for pupils 
every day. We have tried to provide work for 3 to 4 hours, but if it is taking your child much 
longer than this please do not get worried or stressed about completing every single piece of 
work. If you need to drop a lesson, we will understand!  The picture to the right captures the 
reality of Home Learning for many working parents!  We do understand, as our own staff have 
this experience too, whilst trying to deliver lessons remotely! 
 

So, if you are finding things really difficult to juggle work and Home Learning, please just send a 
short email to your child’s class teacher and explain the situation so that we know the challenges 
you are dealing with and then the teachers will know not to chase up every piece of work. In 
these crazy times the children’s happiness and health is the most important thing and we know 
that there will be plenty of time to catch up. Don’t forget that CBBC is airing three hours of 
lessons and educational entertainment for the children which can be accessed through your 
television (this is also available online on BBC iPlayer). 
 

Like we always say, keeping the maths and writing ticking over is important and READING is the 
most essential skill that we always find is the hardest to help children catch up on if they start 
slipping behind. So please keep up the daily reading even if some of the other  
things have to slip from time to time.   

Knowing Every Child – Inspiring Every Mind – Achieving Every Day 

COVID-19 Alert Level: TIER 5 - NATIONAL LOCKDOWN 
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                                                    Help for All of Our Home Learners! 
 

Adobe Scan App 
The Adobe Scan app easily captures work and it is usually much clearer than a photo. It can then be saved as 
a pdf and shared to google classroom. If parents use the app, it would mean all the work we are sent is clear 
and very frustratingly for staff Google Classroom does not allow us to easily rotate photos the right way round, 
so using this app will mean the teachers can swiftly rotate images. Below is a link to show you how it works.  
Scan in assignments to Google Classroom using Adobe Scan - YouTube 
 

Google Meet – Top Tip 
 

 
 
 
 
If your child is joining a year group ‘Live 
Lesson’ sometimes children are finding it 
hard to locate the teacher’s window to pin 
them (clicking the pin icon on the 
teacher’s window). The easiest way to 
help with this is click the 3 dots (bottom 
right - see red arrow) and then select 
‘Change Layout’. You then click ‘Tiled’ 
(blue arrow) and then drag the bar up to 
49 (green arrow).  
 
This way they can see 49 windows at 
once and it is much easier to find the 
teacher’s window. We put the coloured 
arrows on this top tip – you won’t see 
them on Google Meet!  

 

Monday’s Dancing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A big thank you for all the lovely photos that came in after Mr Castle’s (and special guests) dancing session this week. This coming 
Monday at 8.30am the next instalment will be released and then look out for Wednesday morning where there is going to be Year 
Group Live dancing sessions, to see which year group can get the most pupils to login and dance live with Mr Castle and Mr Jones. 
They are calling this session ‘THE YEAR GROUP DANCE-OFF CHALLENGE’ on Wednesday between 9-10am. It will be 
particularly special as this week is Mr Jones final week at Herne before he begins his training to become a Police Officer. Mr Jones is 
equally popular amongst the children and the staff; he will be sorely missed. The exact time for each Year group will be released on 
the stream early next week.  
 

Online Music Lessons 
We are very proud that 62 children take part in peripatetic music lessons with Hampshire Music Service 
staff when they are in school.  These lessons have moved online now and 48 of those children take 
part in these lessons.  If the 14 children who are not accessing this need any support to do so, please 
get in touch with us!  If your child is interested in learning music online, why not try Myleene’s Music 
Klass?  See this YouTube link for an introduction  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCRXAErag8U 
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Winter Reading Challenge 
This year, the Public Libraries’ Winter Reading Challenge is all about getting cosy together to share the love of reading. It has just 
kicked off and runs until the end of the spring half-term. Children can read or listen to any four books to complete the challenge. This 
includes books they read or listen to for school, with family members and friends over Zoom, bedtime stories, non-fiction books, 

eBooks and audiobooks. Those who take part online will automatically be sent a certificate when they 
complete the challenge, but the most important thing is that your pupils enjoy some winter reading for 
pleasure! Click the link below for more details and how to register: 

Take part in the Winter Reading Challenge | Hampshire County Council (hants.gov.uk)  
 

Free School Meal Vouchers - Update 
Families who are eligible for Free School Meals should now have received food vouchers directly from 
Edenred, the company who are responsible for rolling this out on behalf of the government.  If you’d like to 
check if your child is eligible, especially if your circumstances have changed in the last few months, then 
please check here: https://www.hants.gov.uk/en/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals/juniorsecondary  
 

If you are not eligible but are experiencing hardship, we have included the link to the East Hants District Council website for food 
banks in our area, including as far as Waterlooville and north of Petersfield:  https://www.easthants.gov.uk/foodbanks  
 

School Meals On-Site at Herne 
All of our Critical Worker children are now bringing in packed lunches and for FSM families, you are now able to provide packed 
lunches using your vouchers, so the school kitchen has now stopped providing meals for children on-site for the remainder of this 
half-term.  We will keep parents and carers updated later in February if there is a change to this.  Thank you. 
 

Leavers’ Hoodies for Year 6 – Deadline Extended 
As per our email, we are extending the closing date for ordering the Leavers Hoodies until 1st February.  Forms can either be 
returned into our letterbox or send a picture of form via admin@hernejunior.com.  Please ensure that payment and form are received 
by 1st February.  Sadly, we cannot process any order without payment or after the closing date. 
 

How Can I Get a Device for My Child to Use at Home? 
As mentioned before, if you need to apply to loan a device from the school for your child to use for their Home Learning, please get in 
touch with us.  We are awaiting more iPads and have another generous offer of a donation from Hope Church to help families too.  
The 11 PCs have now been dropped back to the school and are also ready to loan out.   
Please email admin@hernejunior.com if you would like to be considered for the loan of a device. 
 

CM Sports Supporting Herne at February Half-Term - Reminder 
We are looking for whether parents of Critical Key Workers are interested in a holiday club at half-term which will cost £20 per day, 
with a discount for the more days booked. If this is something you think you would like us to do in partnership with CM Sports 
coaches, please email us on admin@hernejunior.com  before next Tuesday, 26th January (we extended the deadline).  
 

Ofsted Feedback : Using Parent View 
As mentioned last week, Herne is due an Ofsted later this year or next, so if you like what we’re doing, 
please feel free to post your views on Parent View.  We are bored of being ‘Good’ now!  Maybe it is about 
time for a change???   https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=/give-your-views 
 

Twitter – Breaking News! 
With over 900 Followers, why not follow us on Twitter to keep up with daily regular breaking news:  @HerneJunior          
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