Medium term planner – Our Earth in space
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Year group: 5





Title and duration: Our Earth in space.





Description: The theme will be taught mainly through science. The children will start by learning about our solar system and the importance of Earth within it. This will focus on the movement of the Sun, Moon and Earth relative to each other.





Hook: The children will choose and investigate one of the planets from our Solar System. They will share their discoveries and collate all the information.  Part way through the topic we will make a visit to a planetarium and science museum and watch a 3D film to further our knowledge





Quality Texts: The Child’s Garden, Mr Wuffles,


The Promise, The Iron Man, Hampshire Book Award Texts








Learning value 1: 


Collaboration: this will be shown particularly when the children design and make their moon buggies.





Art: The children will look at abstract painting and the use of colour. They will look at the work of Van Gogh focusing on his work, Starry Night.





Literacy:


Recounts – Children will recount a space shuttle launch using original footage.  


Narrative Description - Children will look at the quality text ‘The Iron Man’ and use it to write their own character description choosing powerful and appropriate vocabulary.


Information guide - Using information gathered about the different objects which twinkle in our night sky the children will write a short guide using the narrator’s voice to engage the reader.


Poetry - The children will play with words to describe the sun, Earth and moon.











Science:


Children will start by learning about the solar system and the movement of the Earth and other planets, relative to the sun. They will describe the movement of the moon relative to the earth and use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain night and day. The children will independently study the different planets.











Application subject: Music


The children will listen to the ‘Planet Suite’ work by Holst, focussing particularly on the movements ‘Venus’ and ‘Mars,’ making comparisons between the nature of each piece. They will consider the ways in which the composer considered each of the musical elements in one movement.


.





Application subject: DT – Buggies


Children will design and make a prototype for a New Mars Buggy with a working cam mechanism. 








PDL:


The children will look at the fragility and unique nature of Earth. They will create a charter and resolve to make changes which will have a positive impact on the future of the planet. 





Home study: Research about the planets within our solar system and things which twinkle in our night sky.


.





RRR and Values Links: 


Environmental. Children’s rights.





Potential links to local, national, international communities: 


Visit to INTEC and the planetarium.





Outcome: 


Design and construct a Mars buggy 


Write a poem.


Create a’ lift the flap’ book based on their Van Gogh work and constellations.


Produce a Theme book based on a variety of research 








